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Room 1
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This exhibition unfolds in six rooms of similar dimensions, with Room
1 featuring early color photos, primarily from the series Sleeping by the
Mississippi. Published as Soth’s debut photo book in 2004, it takes as

its subject the Mississippi River, which flows from its northern source

at Lake Itasca in Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico. Shot between 1999
and 2002, the series chronicles the river’s journey of approximately 3,780
kilometers using an 8x10 inch format film camera.

In shooting Sleeping by the Mississippi, while setting up his camera,
Soth invited subjects to write down dreams for the future. The
responses varied widely, from “My dream is to live as long as I possibly
can!” to “Keith’s dream was to someday own and operate his own pilot
school.” Often, the subjects occupy the center of the picture and gaze
directly into the lens, with dignified expressions that stand out from the
background while subtly connecting people and landscapes.
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Note

Information on the works is given in the
following order: work number, title of
work, title of series, year of production,
technique, image size (H x W in mm),

collection.

1

{Sydney, Tallahassee, Florida)
Sydney, Tallahassee, Florida
2004

A ZE N AL I
Ink-jet print

406 X 508 mm

(=3

Collection of the Artist

2

{Surf Ballroom)

Surf Ballroom

1999

KN A
Ink-jet print

1016 X 1271 mm

VER

Collection of the Artist

3

{Marie, Park Rapids, Minnesota)
(Paris / Minnesota) & b

Mavie, Park Rapids, Minnesota
from the series Paris / Minnesota
2007

EI 0 S I
Ink-jet print

1016 X 1272 mm

Ve

Collection of the Artist

4

{New Orleans, Louisiana)

(Sleeping by the Mississippi) & b

New Orleans, Lonisiana from the series
Sleeping by the Mississippi

2002

EE A A

Ink-jet print

1016 X 1272 mm

YESR

Collection of the Artist

5

{Crystal, Easter, New Orleans,
Louisiana) (Sleeping by the Mississippi)
EU)

Crystal, Easter, New Orleans, Louisiana
from the series Sleeping by the Mississippi
2002

EE N AU

Ink-jet print

1016 X 1271 mm

VER L

Collection of the Artist

6

{Sugar’s, Davenport, Iowa)

(Sleeping by the Mississippi) & b
Sugar’s, Davenport, Iowa from the series
Sleeping by the Mississippi

2002

4vrYzy b TYUE

Ink-jet print

508 X 406 mm

VER L

Collection of the Artist

7

{Jimmie’s Apartment, Memphis,
Tennessee) (Sleeping by the Mississippi)
iU}

Jimmie’s Apartment, Memphis, Tennessee
from the series Sleeping by the Mississippi
2002

AvrJzy b TV D

Ink-jet print

508 X 406 mm

VeS8

Collection of the Artist

8

{Lenny, Minneapolis, Minnesota)
(Sleeping by the Mississippi) & b
Lenny, Minneapolis, Minnesota from the
series Sleeping by the Mississippi

2002

EE N AU

Ink-jet print

508 X 406 mm

VER L

Collection of the Artist

9

{Herman’s Bed, Kenner, Louisiana)
(Sleeping by the Mississippi) & b
Herman’s Bed, Kenner, Lonisiana

from the series Sleeping by the Mississippi
2002

EIEE 7 DI

Ink-jet print

1017 X 1270 mm

Ve

Collection of the Artist



Room 2
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Room 2 features portraits of photographers who influenced Soth, as
well as the series Looking for Love and other early black and white works;
Niagara, the major early series following Sleeping by the Mississippi,

and pictures of underground tunnels in Beijing dating from the Mao
Zedong (1893-1976) era, shot on a visit to China in 2004.

Looking for Love contains photographs taken around 1996, when
Soth was in his mid-twenties, in the Midwest where he was living at the
time. The series begins with shots of people Soth encountered at bars
after finishing his shift at a photo lab, and continues with a high school
prom, youths in skateboarding wear smoking on the streets, houses,
garages, and billboards, all in black and white. The interplay between
seemingly disorganized scenes and the occasional vacant expressions of
the subjects weaves the images into a cohesive series that foreshadows
his later work.

Niagara (2004-2005), like Sleeping by the Mississippi, was shot
using an 8x10 inch format film camera. The series does not focus on
the colossal Niagara Falls, but rather on the surrounding scenery and
the people who visit. The series interweaves human stories and the
surrounding environment, showing somewhat weathered motel facades,
desolate parking lots, couples on vacation photographed inside their
rooms, and a couple holding a modest wedding with their children from
previous marriages.

10

{Jennifer and Terrell) (Niagara) & b
Jennifer and Terrell from the series
Niagara

2005

EE N AU

Ink-jet print

610 X 763 mm

VER 8

Collection of the Artist

11

{Two Towels) (Niagara) & b

Two Towels from the series Niagara
2004

Avr7Y=zy b TV E
Ink-jet print

610 X 763 mm

[GE3

Collection of the Artist

12

{The Flechs) (Niagara) & b

The Flechs from the series Niagara
2005

AN A I
Ink-jet print

1017 X 1270 mm

[E3

Collection of the Artist

13

{William Eggleston, Memphis, Tennessee)
William Eggleston, Memphis, Tennessee
2000

AvrJxy b TV b

Ink-jet print

406 X 508 mm

VER ik

Collection of the Artist

14

{Boris Mikhailov, Berlin, Germany)
Boris Mikbailov, Berlin, Germany
2004

E AN I A

Ink-jet print

406 X 508 mm

Ve

Collection of the Artist

15

{Nan Goldin, Brooklyn)
Nan Goldin, Brooklyn
2018

AvrYzy b TV b
Ink-jet print

508 X 406 mm

VER i

Collection of the Artist

16 19

{Stephen Shore, New York City) {Tunnel 05)
Stephen Shore, New York City Tunnel 05
2019 2004

4y Y=y b TYUh
Ink-jet print

508 X 406 mm

[T

Collection of the Artist

17

{Tunnel 02)

Tunnel 02

2004
A4vrYxy b 7Y Uh
Ink-jet print

1272 X 1016 mm
Ve

Collection of the Artist

18

{Tunnel 03)

Tunnel 03

2004

E AN I A
Ink-jet print

1272 X 1016 mm
Ve

Collection of the Artist

A ZE N A I
Ink-jet print

1272 X 1016 mm
YER ik

Collection of the Artist

20

{Self-Portrait on My Wedding Night,
Saint Paul, Minnesota) (Looking for
Love) &b

Self-Portrait on My Wedding Night, Saint
Paul, Minnesota from the series Looking for
Love

1996

AvrsYxzy b FYVE

Ink-jet print

355 X 284 mm

YR

Collection of the Artist

21

{Cherry, Nye’s Polonaise Room,
Minneapolis, Minnesota) (Looking for
Love) &b

Cherry, Nye’s Polonaise Room,
Minneapolis, Minnesota from the series
Looking for Love

1995

Av Y=y TV UE

Ink-jet print

284 X 355 mm

VER ik

Collection of the Artist
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{St. Thomas Academy Prom, Mendota
Heights, Minnesota) (Looking for Love)
iy}

St. Thomas Academy Prom, Mendota
Heights, Minnesota from the series Looking
for Love

1996

K A

Ink-jet print

284 X 355 mm

VERIRL

Collection of the Artist

23

{Pappy’s, Minneapolis, Minnesota)
(Looking for Love) &b

Pappy’s, Minneapolis, Minnesota from the
series Looking for Love

1995

ER 2 A I

Ink-jet print

284 X 355 mm

(3

Collection of the Artist

24

{Bill, St. Louis Park, Minnesota)
(Looking for Love) & b

Bill, St. Louis Park, Minnesota from the
series Looking for Love

1997

EIE 70 A

Ink-jet print

355 X 284 mm

VER L

Collection of the Artist



Room 3
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Room 3 features several series, among them Dog Days, Bogotd, which is
among his most strongly personal and autobiographical works. Broken
Manual explores the lives of people who choose to isolate themselves from
mainstream American society, often living in remote places, while Songbook
depicts interpersonal relations in communities across the US, from northern
New York State on the East Coast to the tech hub of Silicon Valley near San
Francisco on the West.

Doy Days, Bogotid was shot not in the US but in Bogota, the capital
of Colombia, which Soth visited in 2003 to adopt a girl he named
Carmen. The “Dog Days” of the title alludes to the hottest days of
summer, traditionally linked to the period when the movement of the
constellation Canis Major (the Great Dog) aligns with the sun. To
complete the adoption procedure, Soth spent approximately two months
in Bogotd, during which he documented the cityscape and its residents.

Unlike Soth’s other series featuring a large number of portraits,
Broken Manualincludes only a few human figures. Shot between
2006 and 2008, this series focuses on the lives of people who, for
various personal reasons, have distanced themselves from mainstream
American society, often residing in remote areas. The subjects present an
unwelcoming demeanor and face the camera with a defensive, piercing
gaze. Vestiges of everyday life in their dwellings, including abandoned
houses and caves, convey these people’s presences as profoundly as the
portraits themselves.

In contrast, Songbook is intensely focused on human interaction.
Stemming from the project LBM Dispatch, a tabloid newspaper published
by Soth’s own publishing imprint Little Brown Mushroom, this series
was photographed across the US between 2012 and 2014. It depicts
interpersonal dynamics within local communities, featuring both
ordinary and extraordinary events ranging from high school proms to
self-improvement seminars, social gatherings at golf clubs, and church
services. The series portrays people of varied genders, ages, and races,
but the palpable intimacy of the scenes acts as a unifying factor.

BltkoTyy—XLLTogLivnEIhTVE,
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{2007_.10210006) (Broken Manual) &
2007_10z10006 from the series Broken
Manual

2007

ER A A

Ink-jet print

1272 X 1016 mm

Ve

Collection of the Artist

26

£2008_08210215) (Broken Manual) &
2008_08z10215 from the series Broken
Manunl

2008

A¥rY=xy - TY b

Ink-jet print

1272 X 1016 mm

Ve

Collection of the Artist

27

{Bil, Sandusky, Ohio) (Songbook) & b
Bil, Sandusky, Ohio from the series
Songbook

2012

AvrY=zy b TV b

Ink-jet print

990 X 1323 mm

SRR AT

Collection of Tokyo Photographic Art

Museum

28

{Prom #1, Cleveland, Ohio) (Songbook)
&b

Prom #1, Cleveland, Obio from the series
Songbook

2012

A A

Ink-jet print

990 X 1323 mm

YE L

Collection of the Artist

29

{Home Suite Home, Kissimmee, Florida)
(Songbook) & b

Home Suite Home, Kissimmee, Florida
from the series Songbook

2012

E AN I A

Ink-jet print

990 X 1323 mm

VER i

Collection of the Artist

30

{Dave and Trish, Denver, Colorado)
(Songbook) & b

Dave and Trish, Denver, Colorado
from the series Songbook

2013

AvrY=zy b FYE

Ink-jet print

1018 X 812 mm

Ve

Collection of the Artist

31

{Untitled 10) (Dog Days, Bogotd) & b
Untitled 10 from the series Dog Days,
Bogoti

2003

AvrJxy b TV b

Ink-jet print

381 X 381 mm

VER ik

Collection of the Artist

32

{Untitled 16) (Dog Days, Bogotd) & b
Untitled 16 from the series Dog Days,
Bogoti

2003

AvrJxy b TV h

Ink-jet print

381 X 381 mm

YEZ L

Collection of the Artist

33

{Untitled 34) (Dog Days, Bogotd) & b
Untitled 34 from the series Dog Days,
Bogoti

2003

A=y b TV E

Ink-jet print

381 X 381 mm

(e

Collection of the Artist

34

{Untitled 05) (Dog Days, Bogotd) &
Untitled 05 from the series Dog Days,
Bogotd

2003

AvrJzy b TV b

Ink-jet print

381 X 381 mm

VER ik

Collection of the Artist

35

{Untitled 07) (Dog Days, Bogotd) & »
Untitled 07 from the series Dog Days,
Bogoti

2003

AvrTzy bt TV VR

Ink-jet print

381 X 381 mm

ORGSR R

Collection of Tokyo Photographic Art
Museum
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36

{La Cuisine d’Azzedine Alaia, Carla
Sozzani & Azzedine Alaia) (Paris /
Minnesota) & b

La Cuisine d’Azzedine Alnin, Carla
Sozzani & Azzedine Alain from the series
Paris / Minnesota

2007

E 2 A I

Ink-jet print

1017 X 1270 mm

Ve ik

Collection of the Artist

37

{Fondation Pierre Bergé & Yves Saint-
Laurent, Moujik IV) (Paris / Minnesota)
L

Fondation Pierre Bergé & Yves Smint-
Laurent, Moujik IV from the series Paris /
Minnesotn

2007

AvrJzy - FYUh

Ink-jet print

1017 X 1270 mm

(3

Collection of the Artist

38

{Stephen) (Paris / Minnesota) & b
Stephen from the series Paris / Minnesota
2007

A ZE N AL I

Ink-jet print

1018 X 812 mm

(=3

Collection of the Artist

39

{Park Hyatt Hotel, Tokyo)
Park Hyatt Hotel, Tokyo
2015

K A
Ink-jet print

1220 X 1630 mm

VER

Collection of the Artist

40

{Sari, Tokyo)

Sari, Tokyo

2015

EIEE 70 A
Ink-jet print

762 X 610 mm

Ve

Collection of the Artist

Room 4 features Paris / Minnesota, a series of fashion photographs shot
primarily in the titular locations, along with photographs Soth took during a
stay at the Park Hyatt Tokyo in Shinjuku.

Paris / Minnesota was created for Magnum Photos’ Fashion Magazine,

a publication that mimics the format of a traditional fashion magazine.

Each issue is curated by a different Magnum photographer, with a focus

on fashion. The Paris photographs are primarily of indoor settings, such as
luxury brand showrooms, backstage areas of fashion shows, and hotel rooms,
whereas the Minnesota photos are predominantly outdoor scenes.

In 2015, Soth stayed at the luxury hotel Park Hyatt Tokyo in Shinjuku
for a special issue of The New York Times Magazine titled “Voyages.” Drawing
inspiration from the 2003 film Lost in Translation, which is set in the same
hotel, Soth invited various guests, recruited via the internet, into his room
to photograph them. The lineup of visitors, including a tea ceremony
master, a rescarcher of insects as food, a female pop-idol group, and deeply
tanned young women from the gyaru street fashion subculture, reflects the
atmosphere of Lost in Transiation. However, while the film’s protagonist
ventures out into the streets of Tokyo to experience a foreign culture, Soth
arranged for the city to come to him.

41

{Park Hyatt Hotel, Tokyo (self-portrait))
Park Hyatt Hotel, Tokyo (self-portrait)
2015

Avr2Jxy b TV b

Ink-jet print

610 X 762 mm

VER B

Collection of the Artist

42

{Bellring Shojo Heart, Tokyo)
Bellring Shojo Heart, Tokyo
2015

K A
Ink-jet print

610 X 762 mm

VER

Collection of the Artist

43

{Park Hyatt Hotel, Tokyo (mirror))
Park Hyatt Hotel, Tokyo (mirror)
2015

EIE 70 AU

Ink-jet print

762 X 610 mm

Ve

Collection of the Artist



Room 5
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Room 5 features the series I Know How Furiously Your Heart is Beating,
which inspired this exhibition’s theme of rooms and the people that
inhabit them. The title is derived from a line in “Gray Room,” a poem
by the American poet Wallace Stevens (1879-1955). The compilation
of this series as a photo book in 2019 marked a turning point in Soth’s
career.

For early series such as Sleeping by the Mississippi, Soth drove around
the US, shooting the landscapes and people he encountered with a
large-format camera. However, he departed from the road-trip approach
with I Know How Furiously Your Heart is Beating, shot between 2017
and 2019. Instead, he paid visits to diverse people around the world,
including the dancer and choreographer Anna Halprin (1920-2021)
and the novelist Hanya Yanagihara (b. 1974), and photographed
their everyday surroundings, shooting both portraits and personal
belongings.

1 Know How Furiously Your Heart is Beating connects to the viewer
through the tranquility and intimacy emanating from the subjects. The
title seems to articulate not only Soth’s emotions during these photo
shoots, but also the emotions of viewers as we engage with the works in
another room, namely the museum gallery.

FLTLE2DES>ThHS,

44

{Cammy’s View, Salt Lake City) (I Know
How Furiously Your Heart is Beating) &
Cammy’s View, Salt Lake City from the series
I Know How Furiously Your Heart is
Beating

2018

AvrTzy b TV

Ink-jet print

610 X 762 mm

(e

Collection of the Artist

45

{Nick, Los Angeles) (I Know How
Furiously Your Heart is Beating) &
Nick, Los Angeles from the series I Know
How Furiously Your Heart is Beating
2017

A4y 7Yy b TV UE

Ink-jet print

1016 X 1272 mm

YER i

Collection of the Artist

46

{Vince, New York City) (I Know How
Furiously Your Heart is Beating) &
Vince, New York City from the series
I Know How Furiously Your Heart is
Beating

2018

AvrYzy b TV b

Ink-jet print

762 X 610 mm

YER ik

Collection of the Artist

47

{Irinew’s Library, Giurgiu, Romania)
{I Know How Furiously Your Heart is
Beating) & b

Irinew’s Library, Giurgin, Romania from
the series I Know How Furiously Your
Heart is Beating

2018

AY Y=y b 7YY (2454
Ink-jet print (a set of 2 works)

1522 X 1219 mm (£ cach)

TR

Collection of the Artist

48

{Sonya and Dombrovsky, Odessa)

(I Know How Furiously Your Heart is
Beating) & b

Sonya and Dombrovsky, Odessa from the
series I Know How Furiously Your Heart is
Beating

2018

AvrTzy b TV b

Ink-jet print

813 X 1016 mm

YER ik

Collection of the Artist

49

{Little Red Corvette, Minneapolis)

(I Know How Furiously Your Heart is
Beating) & b

Little Red Corvette, Minneapolis from the
series I Know How Furiously Your Heart is
Beating

2018

AvrsYzy b TV

Ink-jet print

610 X 762 mm

VER i

Collection of the Artist

50

{Chicran’s Bedroom, Bucharest) {I Know
How Furiously Your Heart is Beating) & b
Chicran’s Bedroom, Bucharest from the series
1 Know How Furiously Your Heart is
Beating

2018

AvrYzy b TV E

Ink-jet print

1272 X 1016 mm

VER i

Collection of the Artist

51

{Anna, Kentfield, California) (I Know
How Furiously Your Heart is Beating) &
Anna, Kentfield, California from the series
I Know How Furiously Your Heart is
Beating

2017

AvrsYzy b TV

Ink-jet print

1272 X 1016 mm

TR LA AR

Collection of Tokyo Photographic Art

Museum

52

{Ute’s Books, Odessa) (I Know How
Furiously Your Heart is Beating) & b
Ute’s Books, Odessa from the series I Know
How Furiously Your Heart is Beating
2018

K2 A

Ink-jet print

1272 X 1016 mm

Ve ik

Collection of the Artist



Room 6
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{Henry) (Advice for Young Artists) & b
Henry from the series Advice for Youny
Artists
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Still Life 11 from the series Advice for
Youny Artists
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{Plastic Arts Club, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania) (A Pound of Pictures) & b
Plastic Arts Club, Philadelphin,
Pennsylvania from the series A Pound of
Pictures

2019
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Room 6 features A Pound of Pictures, created between 2018 and 2021,
along with the world premiere of the new series Advice for Youny Artists.

A Pound of Picturesincludes an image of many boxes filled with
photos lined up on a large table, the contents of cach box evidently
weighing a pound (approximately 454 grams). These faded photos,
belonging to the genre of vernacular photography, convey the presence
of the photographer and the existence of distinct stories despite their
anonymity. With A Pound of Pictures, Soth seeks to reaffirm the intrinsic
value of photographs of this type.

The new series Advice for Younyg Artists was photographed between
2022 and 2024 at art schools around the US. It includes portraits of
young artists studying at schools nationwide, but the eye is particularly
drawn to the objects in the classrooms and studios. Of course, Soth’s
previous photographs have often focused solely on objects belonging
to the occupants of spaces, but in this series it is no exaggeration to say
that the objects themselves have become the protagonists. The plaster
casts and still life arrangements that students draw, and stacks of books
on floors, create rhythmic visual compositions imbued with a type of
humor not previously seen in Soth’s work.
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{Tim and Vanessa’s, Gilbertsville,
Pennsylvania) (A Pound of Pictures) & b
Tim and Vanessa’s, Gilbertsville,
Pennsylvanin from the series A Pound of
Pictures
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Still Life VII from the series Advice for
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Still Life VIII from the series Advice for
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