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a hidden ritual of beauty
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"Erwin Blumenfeld: a hidden ritual of beauty” is
organized by Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of
Photography in special collaboration with Nadia
Blumenfeld-Charbit, The Blumenfeld Family
and Jean-Louis & Mado Mellerio. The exhibition
is curated by Nadia Blumenfeld-Charbit and
Harumi Niwa, curator of TMMOP.
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‘Vive L'Amérique!’ 1945(2008)
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This will be the first solo exhibition in Japan to focus on the work of Erwin Blumenfeld (1897-1969, Berlin1907—1918
/Amsterdam1918—1935, Paris1936—1938, USA1939—1969), a German photographer who moved to the U.S.A.
after the war where he received wide acclaim for his work in fashion magazines such as Harper’s Bazaar, Vogue, etc.
Although he is famous in the West as a leading fashion/portrait photographer, this exhibition will look at the ideology
and historical background of his work, showing how he was forced to choose new areas of creativity and personal
relationships by the demands of the time, and thereby providing a glimpse of the artistic spirit that lies at the base of
his beautiful works.

With the full support of the Blumenfeld family, we are able to present vintage prints, valuable data, restored color
prints, etc., allowing us to explore the secrets of his creative activities. We hope that this will allow the viewers to
reflect on the influence that surrealism has had on fashion, nude photography and portraiture.
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Left) The Doe’s Eye, Vogue US, January
1950, cover (model: Jean Patchett), from
the portfolio Vive L'Amérique!’ 1950
(2008) Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of
Photography © The Estate of Erwin
Blumenfeld
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Right) Untitled (Nude under wet silk)
1937 Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of
Photography ©The Estate of Erwin
Blumenfeld




) TAVIR [T+—27] 195343 A 15 HE 62

HIZEH SN -BEEDY 7y V=—vay, 7V AFy
Ve F A F—NADRLAICT A Ry —5DY a2
— (ET/MEIA TV - R U > ) 1953 4F (2012 4E) |
ATz N TV, FTAT - TNA—RAT
= /)L F=¥ /L ', © The Estate of Erwin Blumenfeld

Left) Variant of the photograph published in Vogue

US, 15 March 1953, p. 62, Christian Dior dress and

jewels by Verdura, model: Evelyn Tripp 1953(2012) . )
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Right) Variant of the photograph published in Vogue US, 1 November,
1949, pl01, Sargent dress by Christian Dior, model: Evelyn Tripp
1949(2012)  Nadia Blumenfeld-Charbit © The Estate of Erwin
Blumenfeld
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Variant of the Vogue US cover photograph, 1 May
1953, Traina-Norell dress (model: Nancy Berg)
1953(2012) Nadia Blumenfeld-Charbit © The
Estate of Erwin Blumenfeld
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