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1 L.H. Robbins “In the Land Made
Desolate by Drought. A Vivid Picture
of a World Transformed, Where High
Courage Keeps Hope Alive,” New York
Times (July 22, 1934): 4.

WICHITAN
DIES FROM
GUNSHOT

Former President of the
Board of Trade Found
with Bullet Near Heart

NOTE IN CAR, A CLUE

Despondent over financial
reverses and a /big, sharp
drop in wheat this week,
William Henry ‘Billy’ Smith,
52, prominent grain dealer
and past president of the
Wichita Board of Trade
shot and fatally wounded
himself this morning, 'ac-
cording to police reports.

He was found dying in the driv-
er’s seat of his car parked on Ninth
street only 10 feet away from the
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Wichita Eagle Archive

2 “Wichitan dies from gunshot” Wichita
Eagle, (Thu. April 30, 1936): 1-2.

3 Jim Hughes, W. Eugene Smith: Shadow
and Substance (New York: McGraw-Hill,
1989), p.26.
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