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2) Walter E. Woodbury, “Encyclopedic Dictionary of Photography”, 1898, The
Scovill & Adams Company of New York, New York, p.333. 727ZL. 7%
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George S. Morrison (Nagasaki) to Rutherford Alcock (Edo), 13 October
1860, Despatch no. 68

‘Adverting to my Despatch of of (sic) yesterday’s date on the subject of land
at this Port, I have the honour to enclose (in triplicate) two photographic
views showing the new location and the whole bay of Nagasaki. The
former, in three plates, is taken from the American Consulate, on the
hill which rises from the Eastern base of the reclaimed plain. The British
Consulate Temple is in front of the picture, from the fir tree above which
is taken the Panorama in 8 plates. This extends from the entrance of the
Port till it again embraces the reclaimed ground, shewing it in another
position, with the American Consulate in face. These two views shew the

whole of the bay and harbour of Nagasaki, excepting, of course, the steep



foreground of the panorama which however is easily imagined. Considering
that it might be useful and interesting to Her Majesty’s Government to
possess an accurate representation of this Port, I have taken advantage of an
occasion, not likely soon again to present itself, to obtain these views by a
professional Photographist here for the moment, Mr. Rossier, an employe
of the firm of Negretti & Zambra of London...

... It may not be out of place in this general description of Nagasaki to
mention that the Japanese take every opportunity of acquiring Foreign
knowledge. A Dutch physician, De Pompe van Meerdevoorf (sic), has
a school of about forty pupils, another Dutch gentleman, M. de Vogel,
has a class learning English, and I have seen very fair photographs taken,
unassisted, by a pupil of M. Rossier; - Many Japanese are making good
progress in Russian...

It only remains for me to conclude this letter by requesting authority to
charge in my account the cost of having these Photographs executed,
namely seventy Dollars. I confess the amount was more than I expected it
would be - but considering that M. Rossier’s time is specifically devoted
to other purposes, and that he was occupied with them for several days,
it does not on consideration appear unreasonably high. Under the
circumstances, as he is not a tradesman here for the sale of photographs, I
was not in a position to bargain with him on the subject, nor would I have

felt it becoming to do so.
% Original held in the National Archives, Kew (London).
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